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As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and postponed activities,

Biofriction has set up a series of Working Groups and online events to

instigate an informed discussion on the current situation and possible

scenarios.

What does it mean to be acting in accordance with “flatten” the

mathematically constructed curve? Speculatively, it seems a little

reminiscent of aspiring for the best possible version of the present. What

is the role of art in the unpacking/understanding of the now? How can art

mobilise a better understanding of possible futures? How can art spaces

be prepared to respond to this possible pendulum of cyclical outbreaks?

What alliances can be woven in this context of precariousness, life, death,

and malaise?

During May, June, and July, four groups have been working on these and

other specific questions and concerns raising from the current situation.

BRAIDING
 FRICTION

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/braiding-friction-streaming/


Non/Living Queerings
The ongoing global pandemic of COVID-19 has exposed SARS-CoV-2 as a potent nonhuman actant that resists the joint

scientific, public health and socio-political efforts to contain and understand both the virus and the illness. Yet, such a

narrative appears to conceal more than it reveals. The group focused on the following enquiries:

What is the role of art in the unpacking/understanding of the now? How can art mobilise a better understanding of possible

futures? How can we understand the long- and short-term (temporal); local and global (spatial); micro-and macro-scales

of more-than-human and non/living actants and the processes of the Anthropocene they are involved in (like previously

unknown viruses, for example)? What are the conceptual and material boundaries of living and non-living as well as their

potentials and limitations as actants? What ethical and political response may such an onto-epistemological revision of

understandings generate?

Non/Living Qeerings 
17th June 2020
The online streaming presenting the research of working group Non/Living

Queerings brought together perspectives and toolboxes from across art, science

and theory. The working group was composed of Marietta Radomska, Terike

Haapoja, Margherita Pevere, Markus Schmidt, Mayra Citalli.

Article

Link

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/non-living-queerings/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ch2-1z6Tt9M&t=1s


 



Phagelogies. Alliances in the space of Necropolitics
Under the warmongering dialectic of the virus as an enemy to be defeated, we are facing hyperstimulation of the social

imaginary of the virus as a pathogen, as an infectious agent. This narrative leaves aside the power of the viral agent as

a condition of the possibility of horizontal transfer of the genetic material and therefore, of the microbial evolution.

Classified as one of the most deadly entities Phages are in that between the not quite alive and not quite death, a kind of

dark force of evolution. The figuration of the bacteriophage places us not only before the measurement of life from

death but before the impossibility of an aseptic life. This figuration allows us to glimpse once again how fictions, or

phantasmagorias, of both disinfection and threat, articulate politics that govern over death. These fictions are in the

base of the material conditions of structural violence, showing that we do not have a global world, but have a global

capital, which in turn reveals mobility as a perverse privilege fiction. n a context where necropolitics has been delegated

solely and exclusively to governments and disciplinary agencies, wherein the environmental crisis there seems to be a

consideration of life as surplus: Can we articulate a re-politicization of the malaise? Can we think of new models of

accountability? How to confront suffering? Are we able to confront some less-than-pleasant thoughts that emerge

when we think about the pandemic crisis, environmental struggle, and justice? What alliances can be woven in this context

of precariousness, life, death, and malaise?⠀⠀

Phagelogies. Alliances in the space of
Necropolitics
10th of July 2020 
The online streaming of the working group Phagelogies. Alliances in
the space of Necropolitics. The working group was composed by:
Quimera Rosa, Steve Kurtz, Toni Gabaldón, Laura Benítez Valero, Power
Makes Us Sick and Kinlab collectives.

Article
Link

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/phagelogies-alliances-in-the-space-of-necropolitics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dae25t6_l5o




POWER MAKES US SICK





Aero-Sol-Nauts
Donna Haraway’s “thick-now”, the thick, chaotic and lumpy present, speaks of the exceptionality of the present build upon our

collective and individual experiences, which does not necessarily directly correspond or relate to the past.

The virus, on the other hand, painfully offers a new perspective, the notion of the “deep now”. This biological agent, a parasite to

the living and to vitality itself, puts us in a condition, in which we can link to our ancestors and maybe even empathize with them.

Suddenly, we became experientially connected to the people that lived in the times of the Black Death, to the people living under

totalitarian regimes or to the people living amidst the raging war/s. The deep time operates on the biological basis, but the

linkage grows into the cultural realm.

The working group is interested in the disintegration of the thick now and in the fluidity of the memory. We will strive to be

attentive to the various ways, in which the messages are resurfacing (for example, in linguistics) and in the ways, memories are

being re/created. Furthermore, as the “deep time” concept related to the virus-agent advises, these are not mere questions of

the present, past and future, and their interconnections, but also inquiries into the biopolitical sphere. What does it mean to be

acting in accordance with to “flatten” the mathematically constructed curve? Speculatively, it seems a little reminiscent of

aspiring for the best possible version of the present. If that is the case, there is a truly a great deal of power that mathematical

epidemiology is wielding.

Aero-Sol-Nauts
15th of July 2020
Online streaming presenting the working group Aero-sol-nauts and their research on the

disintegration of the thick now and the fluidity of the memory, with artists and

researchers Špela Petrič, Leslie García, Adriana Knouf, Agnieszka Anna Wołodźko, Ingrid

Vranken.
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Link

.

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/travelling-time-aerosol-wormholes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtMclH3BqnM
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Arts Shows and Public Health
Financial support to cultural institutions is immediately necessary for the recent COVID-19 crisis, nothing guarantees that

the deactivation of this coronavirus is the end of similar viral emergencies. Maybe this is the beginning of the post-

Anthropocene era when human lives will be passed between periods of isolation and integration in the natural and social

environments. How can art spaces be prepared to respond to this possible pendulum of cyclical outbreaks? 

The objective of this workgroup is the development of different scenarios for ensuring access to art as an essential need for

the cultural identity of a society and its individuals. The workgroup aims to propose a variety of provisions that can

guarantee the required level of biosafety and security engineering further than physical distancing and adequate methods of

decontamination in art spaces. The research is based on historical data of previous pandemics and information on technology

and protocols of biocontainment used in high-security labs, space and underwater research as well as in science fiction

storytelling.

Arts Shows and Public Health
23rd of July, 2020
Online streaming of the working group Arts Shows and Public Health.

The objective of this workgroup is the development of different scenarios for ensuring

access to art as an essential need for the cultural identity of a society and its individuals.

The working group was composed by Dalila Honorato, Robertina Šebjanič, Karolina Żyniewicz,

Isabel Burr Raty, Louise Mackenzie.

Article

Link

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/staying-in-touch-post-coronavirus-art-curating/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w77E2qbzx18&t=228s






On the 5th of October, Isabel Burr Raty did a workshop that presented the

essentials of the bio-autonomous female farming system employed at her

Beauty Kit Farm, where was exploring some of these questions with the

workshop participants. This farm is a mobile installation performance

project that she travels across Europe, recycling bodily materials and

orgasmic electricity to produce eco-erogenous para-pharmaceutics

products.

Venue: Hangar

Article

BIO-AUTONOMOUS
FARMING

 

 

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/bio-autonomous-farming/






From March 15th-19th 2021, Hangar and Elisava’s Master in Design

through New Materials co-organize the Biolab week, a set of workshops

and conferences in the framework of Biofriction. Maria Boto (researcher

at KASK- School of Arts, University College Ghent), moderates the

workshop where students, artists and biologists jointly worked on the topic

of colour field from sustainable production and application to the use of

colour as a common language between art and science.

Venue: Hangar

Article

BIOLABWEEK
WORKSHOPS

 

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/biolab-week/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=biofriction-events-activities




BioFutures, a workshop that invites a group of practitioners to work

together and to investigate futures in relation to biology, ecology and life

sciences, takes place at Bioart Society. During the workshop, the group

builds a story world a possible future and explores the impact of different

scenarios upon every day within it. The workshops are revolved to artists

and practitioners interested in speculating about the future(s) and

contributes to Pixelache Helsinki 2021 Festival #Burn____

(https://festival.pixelache.ac/) as a festival partnership production.

Venue: Bioart Society

Article

BIOFUTURES
WORKSHOP

 

https://festival.pixelache.ac/
https://biofriction.org/biofriction/biofutures-workshop/




On the 12th and 13th of June Hangar hosts two days dedicated to

Transhackfeminism. The two days’ workshop, invites participants to think

together and activate reflections around Transhackfeminism (THF)

through the reading of texts, conversations and the collective elaboration

of the second fanzine of the wetlab. The workshops are proposed by the

wetlab’s resident collective, Ce Quimera and Gaia Leandra in collaboration

with Txe. Workshops were carried out within the framework of the

Biofriction project.

Venue: Hangar

Article

First wetlab fanzine

TRANSHACK-
FEMINIST DAYS

 

https://hangar.org/ca/residents/collective-residents/quimera-rosa/
https://hangar.org/ca/residents/collective-residents/gaia-leandra/
https://biofriction.org/news/open-call-biofriction/
https://biofriction.org/biofriction/transhackfeminist-days/
https://crabgrass.riseup.net/wetlab%20Article:%20https:/biofriction.org/biofriction/transhackfeminist-days/




The 10th and the 17th of June 2021, Hagar hosted the three-day

workshop by Helen Torres workshop Sonic Fictions. Conversations on

Sound as a Tool for Struggle and Resistance. In the workshop, was a

discussion and speculation on voice, speech, music and sound as tools of

decolonial struggle and resistance, amplifying listening as a matrix of

fictions to enter into their transformative codes. The aim of the activities

was to talk about the power of sound fictions that operate in dissent, that

alter the modes of sensitive representation and hegemonic forms of

enunciation by changing frames, scales, rhythms, building new appearances

between the real and the speculative, the singular and the common, the

human and the non-human, the (in)visible, (in)decible, the (in)audible, the

(i)recognizable and its significance.

Venue: Hangar

Article

Collective podcast 

SONIC
FICTION

 

https://biofriction.org/biofriction/sonic-fictions-workshop-by-helen-torres/
https://archive.org/details/podcast_20211028




From the 12th to the 17th of July of 2021, Hangar hosts the Summer

program of Biofriction. The Summer program is a six-day intensive full-

time programme on experimental practices where to share and generate

situated knowledge(s). Composed of a series of workshops, seminars, and

presentations on Wetlab, Radical Ecologies, Ethics, Biohacking, and

F(r)ictions; bringing together artists, researchers, philosophers, and

hackers (among others) from diverse (in)trans_disciplinary practices and

perspectives. One week to share questions, concerns, experiments,

curiosities, and critical tools. The proposal is conceived as an entangled

structure in which all the thematic nodes are intertwined, but with specific

activities that help to cross-pollinate.

Venue: Hangar

Article

BIOFRICTION
SUMMER PROGRAM

 

https://hangar.org/en/
https://biofriction.org/biofriction/summerlab-hangar/






Thanks to the Creative European project Biofriction, Hangar and

Cultivamos Cultura started a new partnership. As part of the project,

Cultivamos Cultura and Hangar, in July 2021 organized the 4th of

SummerLab 2021, entitled Elements of Care. During the week, the Summer

School hosts several kinds of activities, such as seminars, debates, visits,

and the creation of artworks with biological media. Through these

theoretical and practical tools, the Lab investigates the interdisciplinary

relationship between art, life, and environmental sciences.

Moreover, the course will explore the writing of Donna Haraway, Karen

Barad, Heather Davis a.o., as well as the art of Mary Magic, Špela Petrič,

Saša Spačal and others, propose new artistic approaches related to these

issues. (Regine Rapp and Christian de Lutz)

 

Venue: Cultivamos Cultura
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ELEMENTS OF  CARE
SUMMER LAB

 

https://summerschool2021.wordpress.com/
https://biofriction.org/biofriction/summer-lab-cultivamos-cultura/














Biofriction is a research project with the goal of generating and

facilitating spaces for exchange where artists, curators,

theoreticians and different social collectives, such as activists and

educational projects, can collaborate in transdisciplinary

experimental proposals that offer practical alternatives to existing

problems in contemporary Europe, such as the rise of essentialist

discourses that launch not only a worrying discourse but also

policies of marginalisation and exclusion.


